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Goals for today’s session

• Define news literacy and develop an understanding of our five 
standards for teaching news literacy. 

• Share ideas for helping library patrons increase their ability to 
determine the credibility of information sources.

• Discover free, quality news literacy resources to use in the 
library



Our mission
NLP advances the development and teaching of 

news literacy in K-12 education.

Our vision
All students in the United States are skilled in news 

literacy before they graduate high school, preparing 

them to think critically and independently as active 

participants in society.
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News Literacy Project

David M. 
Rubenstein Prize

Library of Congress 
Literary Awards

RumorGuard

American 
Association of 
School Librarians

Best Digital Tools for 
Teaching and Learning

Recognition 
of NLP’s Work
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Resource Document

You can access a copy of the 
resources we discuss today at:

https://go.newslit.org/PLAN

or scan here 
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Checkology
digital resource
platform

The Sift newsletter
An educator’s guide to the 
week in news literacy

Resources 
library

Journalist
visits

Our resources and programs

for libraries

RumorGuard
Viral rumor 
debunking website



9The News Literacy Project

What is news literacy?



The ability to determine the 
credibility of news and 
other information. 

Recognize important 
attributes of credible 
journalism, such as a 
commitment to accuracy, 
fairness, independence and 
accountability.

News literacy is…

It helps students to …



Reflect on their own biases as 
well as those they perceive in 
news and other information.

Use these skills and insights to 
decide which sources of 
information to seek out.

It helps students to …

Understand why our nation’s 
founders protected press 
freedoms in the Constitution.
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S1. Information type
Differentiate between news and other 
types of information.

5 standards for news literacy

S2. Free press
Why the First Amendment and a free 
press matter.

S3. Credibility
Standards and ethical practices that 
define quality journalism.

S4. Verification, analysis 
and evaluation
Learn patterns of viral misinformation and 
how to fact-check.

S5. Civic participation
Find, share and create credible 
information.
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As we proceed, reflect on where 
you might start your next news 

literacy experience in the library.
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Why does it matter?
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Young people are vulnerable

Source: “News Literacy in America,” the News Literacy Project (2024)
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Young people want media literacy education.

Source: “News Literacy in America,” the News Literacy Project (2024)
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But most aren’t getting it.

Source: “News Literacy in America,” the News Literacy Project (2024)



Standard 1:
Information type 

Distinguish news from other types of 
information and recognize both traditional 
and nontraditional advertisements.



Propaganda
is information that provokes 
you —  often by using false 
or distorted information to 
manipulate your emotions.

Raw information
is information that is 
unprocessed, meaning that 
it has not been analyzed, 
checked, edited, explained 
or placed in any context.

News
is information that informs 
you, through fair and 
accurate reporting, about 
local, national and 
international events, issues 
and people of significance 
or interest.

Opinion
is information that gives a 
particular perspective and 
persuades you, ideally 
through the use of fact-
based evidence, to adopt a 
specific point of view about 
an issue or event.

Advertising
is information that is 
designed to sell a product 
or service.

Entertainment
is information that is 
created to amuse, please, 
relax or distract people. 
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Traditional ads 
are generally easy 
to spot – so easy, 

in fact, that we 
often overlook 

them.

News Advertising
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Nontraditional 
ads seek to get 
our attention by 
blending in with 
the surrounding 
content and by 

being informative 
or amusing.

But their primary 
purpose is the 
same: to sell.

AdvertisingNews
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NewsEntertainment
Entertainment 
that is about 
news can be 

informative and 
can express a 

point of view. But 
its primary 

purpose is to 
entertain.  

News seeks to 
provide fair and 

acccurate 
reporting that 

includes multiple 
sources and 
perspectives. 
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Opinion

Entertainment

Ad

News

Raw Info

Propaganda
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Only 15% of teens actively seek out news.

Source: “News Literacy in America,” the News Literacy Project (2024)
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Be intentional

Differentiate 
between types of 

information.

Mindful

Actively look for 
signs of credibility.

Critical

Be deliberate 
about getting 

news. (Don't rely 
on algorithms.)

Proactive
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Resources on zoning information



Standard 2:
Free press

Understand why the First Amendment 
matters and how a free press helps keep the 
public informed.



The First Amendment
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What are the five freedoms protected by the First Amendment?

Take a moment to jot them 
down on your own. 

No cheating!
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What are the five freedoms protected by the First Amendment?

Speech PressReligion

Assembly Petition the 
government
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What are the five freedoms protected by the First Amendment?

Source: “News Literacy in America,” 
the News Literacy Project (2024)

What are the five 
freedoms protected by 
the First Amendment? 

(Select 5) 

o Freedom of the press 
o Freedom of education 
o Freedom to vote 
o Freedom to assemble 
o Freedom of speech 
o Freedom of information 
o Freedom to petition 
o Freedom from fear 
o Freedom of choice 
o Freedom of religion 
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What are the five freedoms protected by the First Amendment?

Source: 2024 Annenberg Constitution Day Civics Survey

Just 7% of 
respondents 

could name all 
five freedoms.

https://www.annenbergpublicpolicycenter.org/most-americans-cant-recall-most-first-amendment-rights/
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What do you think?

Does the United States 
have a free press?

YES / NO
More free Less free
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What do you think?

How free is the press 
in the United States?

YES / NO
More free Less free
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Four elements of press freedoms

Laws that 
define degree 

of press 
freedoms & 

citizen 
access to 

information. 

Ways that the 
state, 

security 
forces and 
civil society 
support or 
threaten 

journalists.

Extent to 
which courts 
enforce laws 

related to 
press 

freedoms.

Economic 
factors 

supporting or 
limiting the 

development 
of diverse, 

independent 
media.



Each year the nonprofit organization Reporters Without Borders 
ranks 180 countries from strongest to weakest in terms of their 
degree of press freedoms — the ability of journalists to report and 
share news without fear of punishment. 

With one being the strongest and 180 being the weakest, where on 
the scale do you think the United States ranked in 2025? 

Poll

1 180



Each year the nonprofit organization Reporters Without Borders 
ranks 180 countries from strongest to weakest in terms of their 
degree of press freedoms — the ability of journalists to report and 
share news without fear of punishment. 

With one being the strongest and 180 being the weakest, where on 
the scale do you think the United States ranked in 2025? 

Poll

1 180
57
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Source: “News Literacy in America,” the News Literacy Project (2024)



The watchdog role
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Watchdog role

In journalism, what is the 
watchdog role? What does it 
mean to serve as a watchdog?
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Watchdog role

Played by any person or organization that monitors or 
documents the actions of others to discover 
deceitful, corrupt or unlawful activity. 

This role is often played by news organizations, but 
citizens can also act as watchdogs by documenting 
unjust or illegal practices.
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Watchdog role

Nelly Bly’s investigative reporting 
about conditions at a New York 
psychiatric hospital led to reform 
of the publicly-funded institution. 
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Watchdog role

Which is an example of watchdog journalism?

(1 of 2)
A. B.
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Watchdog role

Which is an example of watchdog journalism?

(2 of 2)
A. B.



Why does this matter?
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Source: “News Literacy in America,” the News Literacy Project (2024)
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• Residents in nearly half of U.S. counties (1,525) have only one source of 
local news. 212 counties have no local news source.

• Almost 40% of local newspapers in the U.S. have vanished since 2005.
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News deserts are associated with …

Voter participation

Misinformation

Polarization

Corruption

Taxes

Municipal costs

Accountability

Social cohesion

Competitive 
elections

Pollution
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Resources on the First Amendment



Standard 3:
Analyze signs of credibility

Learn about the ethics that responsible 
journalists aspire to follow. Use this 
knowledge to tell the difference between 
credible news and unreliable sources.
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How do the values, standards and ethical guidelines of quality journalism 
show up in credible news coverage?

Verification

Accuracy Independence Transparency

Fairness Accountability

Verification

Accuracy Independence Transparency

Accountability
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No! 
Wait!

Verification

Friends’ Appetites

TheirInvestigate

Vampires

Always

How do the values, standards and ethical guidelines of quality journalism 
show up in credible news coverage?

I vant to …
share memes that 

feel true to me.
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Verification
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Verification
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Verification
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Verification
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Accuracy

cq = cadit quaestio
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Accuracy
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Which is more credible? Independence
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Independence

Source: “News Literacy in America,” the News Literacy Project (2024)
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The case for explicitly teaching characteristics of credibility
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Act independently.

Independence
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Source: “’Biased,’ ‘Boring’ and ‘Bad,’” the News Literacy Project (2025)
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Transparency
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Transparency
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Transparency
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Fairness

Ap Rgb

https://twitter.com/APStylebook
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Accountability
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Accountability
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Accountability
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Resources on characteristics of credibility



Standard 4:
Verifying online claims

Build strong critical thinking skills. Check 
facts and sources, look for weak or false 
evidence and recognize misinformation.
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Can you figure out 
which visuals are 
real photos and 
which are AI-
generated?

AI or not? Bird quiz
Am I an owl? 
Or just some 

computer-
generated pixels?
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AI or not? Bird quiz
Am I an owl? 
Or just some 

computer-
generated pixels?

 Consider this: As you review these 
images, is there more information you 
wish you had? Do you feel like you can 
tell which photos are real just by looking? 
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Results

AI

Real

AI

Real

Real

AI
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How did you do? React in Zoom.

Was it harder or 
easier than you 
expected?

Did it feel like you 
were just guessing?

Harder Easier
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● Can you determine whether 
an image is real or AI-
generated just by looking for 
visual clues?

Watch the video

● What tips did two of the 
experts offer near the end of 
the video?
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Look for context

Takeaways from the bird quiz

Let’s try another example!

Investigate the source



Walk-through 
slides

Jan. 26, 2026

“Viral video of sledding on 
record-breaking Russian snow 

hill is AI-generated”

AI-GENERATED VIDEO
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The claim

A social media post appears 
to show people sledding 
down a massive snowbank in 
Russia in January. 

But this video is AI-generated. 
Let’s take a closer look. 

AI-GENERATED VIDEO
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A closer look

Take a careful look at 
this post. Do you see any 
obvious signs that this 
video was created with 
AI?

Russia sledding RG Watch Again.mp4

A towering snowbank reaches the roof of a building as people sled down from the top. Snow-buried cars sit in the foreground. The clip itself shows no obvious visual signs of being AI-generated. User comments express shock and amazement. The account that posted the video is named “neuronick_ai.”

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1yxNVIulVWwatInnoOeHErFRQLPLV4yDb/view
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AI-GENERATED VIDEO

A closer look

I don’t see any 
watermarks…

The sledders 
appear a little 
blurry, but that 

could just be the 
snow.

This commenter 
says that it’s AI, but 
I’m not sure if I can 

trust that. 
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AI-GENERATED VIDEO

A closer look

But look at this! Who 
is neuronick_AI?
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NewsLit tip

AI-generated content continues to 
get more realistic, and it isn’t 
always possible to identify with the 
naked eye. 

Checking the source is a great way 
to investigate the authenticity of a 
viral video. AI-GENERATED VIDEO
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AI-GENERATED VIDEO

A closer look

OK, so this 
video clearly  

isn’t real. 

But what about 
those other 

videos I’ve seen 
in my feed? 
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When newsworthy weather events 
like hurricanes, floods or 
snowstorms occur, social media 
feeds quickly fill up with posts 
claiming to show shocking or 
unusual scenes. 

While some of this content is 
genuine, misleading clips — 
including AI slop — are often 
sprinkled into the mix.

AI-GENERATED VIDEO

NewsLit tip
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A closer look

If you want to find credible videos 
of a news event, it’s important to 
consult credible news sources. 

Here’s a video from The Guardian 
showing authentic snowy scenes 
in Russia’s Kamchatka Peninsula. 
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Why do fake or altered videos 
often circulate online after big 
storms or weather events?

Discussion

AI-GENERATED VIDEO
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Resources on verifying online claims
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Resources on verifying online claims



Standard 5:
Civic participation

Know how to find, share and create credible 
information.
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How prepared do young people feel to …

• Follow or seek out news from multiple credible sources?

• Follow or seek out professional fact-checking sites?

• Push back on misinformation when we see or hear it?

• Engage in respectful debate with someone who has a different view?

• Explore a variety of opinions on the same topic?

• Reference credible sources when sharing an opinion?

• Reach out to a journalist or news outlet to offer feedback on a story?
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Resources on civic participation
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A family guide to news literacy.

• Free monthly newsletter.
• Gives parents and caregivers quick, 

helpful tips to make sense of today’s 
information overload.

• Includes family-friendly tools to help 
kids think more clearly about what 
they see online.

 newslit.org/scroll-smarter



Journalist visits
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Journalist visits • Available through Checkology.

• Now open to public libraries.

• Our directory features over 100 journalist volunteers.

• Journalist volunteers have visited classrooms all over 
the United States and the world, from elementary to 
college-level and across many subject areas, including 
library/media studies.
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What a journalist visit might look like
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A journalist visit … 

• Should address a specific news literacy topic (or two or three).

• Should be interactive and conversational.

• Should explain what credible journalism is and how it works.

• Should draw on local audience experience and answer 
questions.

• Is meant to help people understand how journalism works more 
than act as a career day. 
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How to have a successful visit 

• Communicate clearly with the journalist ahead of time about:

– Community norms

– Topics you hope to cover

– Length of event and expected audience size and demographic

• Use our resources (available in Checkology):

– Planning sheet

– 10 keys to a successful journalist visit

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pa38MOEmYAoCM8umWUDrJykPfxQ1vEnZKlAMJxtZC4c/copy?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pa38MOEmYAoCM8umWUDrJykPfxQ1vEnZKlAMJxtZC4c/copy?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tPup-nmIsR9aStSCqzFYeji4axCmH_-P/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tPup-nmIsR9aStSCqzFYeji4axCmH_-P/view?usp=sharing
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Checkology
digital resource
platform

The Sift newsletter
An educator’s guide to the 
week in news literacy

Resources 
library

Journalist
visits

Our resources and programs

for libraries

RumorGuard
Viral rumor 
debunking website
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How do I access these tools?

checkology.org
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How do I access these tools?
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Resource Document

You can access a copy of the 
resources we discuss today at:

https://go.newslit.org/PLAN

or scan here 



newslit.org

newslit.org

Follow us at @NewsLitProject

Follow us at @NewsLitProject

Thank you!
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