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Goals for today’s session

» Define news literacy and develop an understanding of our five
standards for teaching news literacy.

» Share ideas for helping library patrons increase their ability to
determine the credibility of information sources.

* Discover free, quality news literacy resources to use in the
library

The News Literacy Project 4



News Our mission

Literacy
Project NLP advances the development and teaching of

et news literacy in K-12 education.

Our vision

All students in the United States are skilled in news
literacy before they graduate high school, preparing
them to think critically and independently as active
participants in society.
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Resource Document

You can access a copy of the
resources we discuss today at:

https://go.newslit.org/PLAN

or scan here

The News Literacy Project 7



Our resources and programs News
o o Literacy
for libraries St

checkology®

Checkology + & i

digital resource
platform

RumorGuard™
Viral rumor
debunking website

e & . ThesSiftnewsletter :
Slf An educator’s guide to the =1 Resources :._='| Journalist
week in news literacy : library =0/ visits
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What is news literacy?




- The ability to determine the
- credibility of news and
- other information.

News literacy is...

- Recognize important
- attributes of credible
It helps students to ... = Journalism, such as a
~ commitment to accuracy,
- fairness, independence and
- accountability.




It helps students to ...

Understand why our nation's
founders protected press
freedoms in the Constitution.

Reflect on their own biases as
well as those they perceive in
news and other information.

Use these skills and insights to
decide which sources of
information to seek out.



5 standards for news literacy

— S1. Information type S4. Verification, analysis
=] ﬂ Differentiate between news and other and evaluation
— types of information. N

Learn patterns of viral misinformation and
how to fact-check.

&  S2. Free press

Why the First Amendment and a free S5. Civic participation
press matter. Find, share and create credible
information.

—  S3. Credibility
Standards and ethical practices that
define quality journalism.

The News Literacy Project 12



As we proceed, reflect on where
you might start your next news
literacy experience in the library.



Why does it matter?




Young people are vulnerable

News N How many, if any, of the conspiracy theories you see being
Literacy e spread or promoted online do you think are likely to be true?
In America: Aot [ Some Very few [ None

A survey of teen
information attitudes,
habits and skills

Note: Results based on the 862 teens who responded to this question.

Source: SSRS survey for the News Literacy Project conducted online from May 17 - 28, 2024, with 1,110 teenagers
ages 13-18 nationwide.

Source: “News Literacy in America,” the News Literacy Project (2024)

The News Literacy Project 15



Young people want media literacy education.

Support for media literacy requirement, by age group

Do you think schools should be required to teach media literacy?

B Yes, definitely [l Yes, in some cases ] No, never

40% 52%

Ages 13-14 Ages 15-16 Ages 17-18

nn

Notes: Results based on the 1,108 teens who responded to this question. Items may not sum exactly to 100% due to rounding.

nationwide

The News Literacy Project Source: “News Literacy in America,” the News Literacy Project (2024) 16



But most aren’t getting it.

Only 39% of teens say their classes News .| News Literacy
included any media literacy instruction 7o In America (2024)
during the 2023-24 school year

Have any of your classes at
school this year included any
media literacy instruction?

Unsure
26%

The News Literacy Project 17

Source: “News Literacy in America,” the News Literacy Project (2024)



Standard 1:

Information type

Distinguish news from other types of
information and recognize both traditional
and nontraditional advertisements.

News
Literacy
Project




Propaganda

is information that provokes
you — often by using false
or distorted information to
manipulate your emotions.

Opinion

is information that gives a
particular perspective and
persuades you, ideally
through the use of fact-
based evidence, to adopt a
specific point of view about
an issue or event.

Advertising

is information that is
designed to sell a product
or service.

infoz@/ nes

Entertainment

is information that is
created to amuse, please,
relax or distract people.

News
is information that informs
you, through fair and

accurate reporting, about
local, national and
international events, issues
and people of significance
or interest.

Raw information

is information that is
unprocessed, meaning that
it has not been analyzed,
checked, edited, explained
or placed in any context.



Advertising

Austin American-Statesman

SERWVING QUR COMMUMNITY SINCE 1871

BUSINESS

SoCo adding to its formidable retail
lineup as Birkenstock opens 6th U.S.

store in Austin Traditional ads

Beck Andrew Salgado Austin American-Statesman

o x = A are generally easy
to spot — so easy,

in fact, that we

often overlook Bl RKENSTO(K

them.

FIEL TeE FOOTRID™

A store of German shoes and sandals brand Birkenstock stands on Jan. 11, 2018 in Beriin, Germany. Sean Gallup, Getty
Images

German shoe manufacturer, and one of the internet’s buzziest brands in recent
years, Birkenstock has chosen Austin as the location for just its sixth stand-alone
retail location in the U.S. The company announced the news on its Instagram feed
and fans of the brand soon flooded the comments on the post with excitement.

_w e

“Hello, Austin! We're proud to present our 6th retail store in the U.S. right here in
the heart of Austin, TX.” the post read.




Austin American-Statesman

SERWVING QUR COMMUMNITY SINCE 1871

BUSINESS

SoCo adding to its formidable retail
lineup as Birkenstock opens 6th U.S.
store in Austin

Beck Andrew Salgado Austin American-Statesman
Published 2:45 p.m. CT July 12, 2024 | Updated 2:45 p.m. CT July 12, 2024
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A store of German shoes and sandals brand Birkenstock stands on Jan. 11, 2018 in Berlin, Germany. Sean Gallup, Getty
Images

German shoe manufacturer, and one of the internet’s buzziest brands in recent
years, Birkenstock has chosen Austin as the location for just its sixth stand-alone
retail location in the U.S. The company announced the news on its Instagram feed
and fans of the brand soon flooded the comments on the post with excitement.

“Hello, Austin! We're proud to present our 6th retail store in the U.S. right here in
the heart of Austin, TX.” the post read.

Nontraditional
ads seek to get
our attention by
blending in with
the surrounding
content and by

being informative
or amusing.

But their primary
purpose is the
same: to sell.

Advertising

Ehe New Aork Times

BIRKENSTOCK PAID POST (2) Share »

HOW FEET MADE US HUMAN

Is the human foot a design disaster or miracle of
human evolution?

HOW FEET MADE USHUMAN




Entertainment

'!- ;e Daily Show # - &d ago

Jon Stewart "can't f**king believe" the
Democrats caved so hard on the shutdo... more

Q Search - jon stewart on the daily show

Entertainment
that is about
news can be

informative and

can express a

point of view. But
Its primary
purpose is to
entertain.

News seeks to
provide fair and
acccurate
reporting that
includes multiple
sources and
perspectives.
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Shant Shahrigian @ShantRS- 1h

Culture is costly these days. Lawmakers
should do more to ensure free access to sites
like the gardens and zoos that sit on public
land, says a small movement that’s gotten

o (Fh

nydailynews.com .

Apple » @Apple

Introducing iPhone 15 Pro and iPhone 15 Pro
Max. Featuring a whole new level of
performance with the A17 Pro chip. A more
versatile, more advanced Pro camera system.
And an aerospace-grade titanium design for
our lightest, most powerful Pro models ever.
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11 Damaso Reyes reposted
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Shant Shahrigian @ShantRS- 1h

Culture is costly these days. Lawmakers
should do more to ensure free access to sites
like the gardens and zoos that sit on public
land, says a small movement that’s gotten
some attention in Albany.

Apple 2 @Apple

Introducing iPhone 15 Pro and iPhone 15 Pro
Max. Featuring a whole new level of
performance with the A17 Pro chip. A more

versatile, more advanced Pro camera system.

And an aerospace-grade titanium design for
our lightest, most powerful Pro models ever.

Titani

0:03 appie.com
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Only 15% of teens actively seek out news.

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Only 15% of teens say they
actively seek out news to stay informed

% of teens who say they...

Actively seek
out news to
stay informed

19%

Keep up with news
without really trying —
news tends to find me

Mote: ltermns may not sum exactly to o
100% due to rounding. 59 'f

Source: S5RE survey for the News
ducted online

from vay 1728 2024, with 1.110
teenagers ages 13-18 nationwide.

The News Literacy Project Source: “News Literacy in America,” the News Literacy Project (2024) 25



Be intentional

Differentiate
between types of
information.

\_ /

s .

The News Literacy Project

Be deliberate
about getting
news. (Don't rely
on algorithms.)

Actively look for
signs of credibility.

\. by

\_ /

26



Resources on zoning information

News
Literacy
Project

The News Literacy Project

Opinion

is information that gives
a particular perspective
and persuades you,
ideally through the use
of fact-based evidence,
to adopt a specific point
of view about an issue
or event.

Advertising

is information that
is designed to sell a
product or service.

Propaganda

is information that
provokes you — often
by using false or
distorted information
to manipulate your
emotions.

Entertainment
is information that is
created to amuse,
please, relax or
distract people.

checkology®

Raw information
is information that is
unprocessed, meaning
that it has not been

analyzed, checked,
edited, explained or
placed in any context.

News

is information that
informs you, through fair
and accurate reporting,
about local, national and
international events,
issues and people of
significance or interest.

A future founded on facts
newslit.org checkology.org

27



Standard 2:

Free press

Understand why the First Amendment
matters and how a free press helps keep the
public informed.

News
Literacy
Project




The First Amendment



What are the five freedoms protected by the First Amendment?

Take a moment to jot them

down on your own.
No cheating!

The News Literacy Project 30



What are the five freedoms protected by the First Amendment?

Religion Press

NOW!

Assembly Petition the
The News Literacy Project govern ment 31



What are the five freedoms protected by the First Amendment?

News What are the five About two-thirds of teens

Literac failed to identify all five

in Ame¥ica: freedoms prOteCted by freedoms protected by

the First Amendment? the First Amendment
o (Select 5)

% of teens who correctly identified
First Amendment freedoms

Freedom of the press

Freedom of education Two o

Freedom to vote o
All five

Freedom to assemble 31%

Three

Freedom of speech
Freedom of information
Freedom to petition
Freedom from fear

Freedom of choice
f A Mote: Results based on the 1,108 teens who responded to
Source: “News Literacy in America,” (Ereedom of religion | e
the News Literacy Project (2024) conducted ankn from My 17 - 26, 2024,

O O 0O o0 O o O O O O

The News Literacy Project 32



What are the five freedoms protected by the First Amendment?

Knowledge of First Amendment Protections
% of raspondents who namead the speciic protechons

Freadom ol Religion

Just 7% of
respondents

Freadom of Press

could name all Fllght of Assemily
five freedoms.

Hight 1o Petiton

Right to Baar Arms

0 20 40 il
=T AIED M =, -]
] 1 OE o |
7 Ansncdsg H ey

Source: 2024 Annenberg Constitution Day Civics Survey

The News Literacy Project 33


https://www.annenbergpublicpolicycenter.org/most-americans-cant-recall-most-first-amendment-rights/

What do you think?

Does the United States

have a free press?

> I

More free Less free

The News Literacy Project 34



What do you think?

How free is the press

in the United States?

> I

More free Less free

The News Literacy Project 35



Four elements of press freedoms

.........................................................................................................................................

legal treatment judicial ownership
protection of journalists protection of media
4 Laws that A /Ways that the\ 4 ) 4 Economic )
define degree state, Extent to factors
of resgs security which courts supporting or
freecliaoms 2 forces and enforce laws limiting the
citizen civil society related to development
access to support or press of diverse,
information threaten freedoms. independent
\_ Y \Journallsts. ) \_ ) \_ media. )

The News Literacy Project



Each year the nonprofit organization Reporters Without Borders
ranks 180 countries from strongest to weakest in terms of their
degree of press freedoms — the ability of journalists to report and
share news without fear of punishment.

With one being the strongest and 180 being the weakest, where on
the scale do you think the United States ranked in 2025?

1 oo 1 80



Each year the nonprofit organization Reporters Without Borders
ranks 180 countries from strongest to weakest in terms of their
degree of press freedoms — the ability of journalists to report and
share news without fear of punishment.

With one being the strongest and 180 being the weakest, where on
the scale do you think

1




News
Literacy
in America:

A survey of teen
information attitudes,
habits and skills

News
Literacy
Project

The News Literacy Project

More than 8 in 10 teens misjudge strength of U.S. press freedoms,
compared with the 2024 Reporters Without Borders ranking

% of teens who ranked U.S. press freedoms as [than/as]
the 2024 Reporters Without Borders ranking

B Much stronger [ Somewhat stronger ] About the same [ Somewhat weaker [l Much weaker

MHotes: Results based on the 1,102 teens who responded to this question. tems may not sum exactly to 100% due to
rounding. Rankings of 1-10 were categorized as "much stronger” rankings of 11-44 were categorized as "somewhat
stronger,’ rankings of 45-65 were categorized as "close to/exactly.’ rankings of 66-100 were categorized as "somewhat
weaker” and rankings of 101-1280 were categerized as "much weaker

Source: SSRS survey for the Mews Literacy Project conducted onling from May 17 - 28, 2024, with 1 D teenagers

ages 13-18 nationwide

Source: “News Literacy in America,” the News Literacy Project (2024)



The watchdog role



Watc_hdog role

In journalism, what is the
watchdog role? What does it
mean to serve as a watchdog?




Played by any person or organization that monitors or
documents the actions of others to discover
deceitful, corrupt or unlawful activity.

This role is often played by news organizations, but - -

citizens can also act as watchdogs by documentlng -------
unjust or illegal practices. ‘

The News Literacy Project



Nelly Bly's investigative reporting
about conditions at a New York

psychiatric hospital led to reform
of the publicly-funded institution.

e & & ® & @ @
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POISONED

A Tampa Bay Times investigation

Part 1: The Factory

Toxic dust built up inside this Tampa factory for years. The consequences have
been profound. (March 24, 2021)

Part 2: The Failings

Gopher Resource moved slowly to fix mechanical problems. As violations
mounted, regulators have been missing in action. (March 29, 2021)

Part 3: The Fallout

Tampa's lead factory promised changes. It kept polluting. Records show the
company pumped lead into the air and mishandled hazardous waste.




Watchdog role

Which is an example of watchdog journallsm?

31 PROPUBLICA
After Nike leaders
promised climate action,
their corporate jets kept Nike Missed the Boom in Running Culture.
flying — and polluting Competitors Like Hoka and Asics Swooped In.

() WsJ

A.

The News Literacy Project (1 Of 2)



Watchdog role

Which is an example of watchdog journallsm

1 PROPUBLICA

After Nike leaders
promised climate action,
their corporate jets kept

flying — and polluting

A.

The News Literacy Project (2 Of 2)

o

Nike Missed the Boom in Running Culture.
Competitors Like Hoka and Asics Swooped In.

WSJ




Why does this matter?



45% of teens say journalists do more
to harm democracy than protect it

News

Literacy |

in America:

s Would you say that professional journalists and the organizations

information atipless they work for in the United States are doing more to...

habits and skills

ooooooooooo

Protect democracy Harm democracy

Source: “News Literacy in America,” the News Literacy Project (2024)

The News Literacy Project



‘@ Northwestern [MEDILL
Local News Initiative

THE STATE OF LOCAL NEWS PROJECT | OCT 20, 2025

The State of Local News

The 2025 Report

by ZACH METZGER

 Residents in nearly half of U.S. counties (1,525) have only one source of
local news. 212 counties have no local news source.
« Almost 40% of local newspapers in the U.S. have vanished since 2005.

Total Number of Local U.S. Newspapers: 2005 and 2025

There has been a net loss of over 3,400 papers since 2005.
Il Mondaily [ Daily

2005

7325

2025

4482 937
C MNews Initiative - Source: Local News Initiative Database - Created with Datawrapper

The News Literacy Project



News deserts are associated with ...

0 Municipal costs

o Pollution

o Voter participation
o Accountability

o Social cohesion

O

Competitive
elections




Resources on the First Amendment

Mews
Literacy
Project

newsiiorg

N =2 g

RELIGION SPEECH

l\'_\
—

opte

ASSEMBLE PETITION News Lit Quiz
How well do you know the First Amendment?
[ ] ‘/
The First/

Amendment

“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of , or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom
of , or of the ; or the right of the
people peaceably to ,and to .
the Government for a redress of grievances.” © Takes 2 minutes

i(_.-"
A

These 10 questions test your knowledge of the First Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution. Can you ace it?

press Enter €

c h ecKo I ogy"* A future founded on facts

newslit.org checkology.org

The News Literacy Project



Standard 3:

Analyze signs of credibility

_earn about the ethics that responsible

journalists aspire to follow. Use this

knowledge to tell the difference between
credible news and unreliable sources.

News

Literacy

Project




How do the values, standards and ethical guidelines of quality journalism
show up in credible news coverage?

Verification
Accuracy Independence
Fairness Accountability

The News Literacy Project



How do the values, standards and ethical guidelines of quality journalism
show up in credible news coverage?

Vampires
Always Investigate

| vant to ...
share memes that

feel true to me.
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Labor

Nike Says Its Factory Workers Make Nearly
Double the Minimum Wage. In Indonesia,
Workers Say, “It’s Not True.”

by Matthew Kish, The Oregonian/OregonLive




1 PROPUBLICA Verification

E

When a reporter for The Oregonian/OregonLive visited the country and interviewed

roughly 100 workers from more than 10 factories that supply Nike, none said they

made anywhere near twice the minimum wage.

rs Make Nearly
. In Indonesia,

99
°

Inside a Nike factory worker's home. Workers in Indonesia say they earn far less than what Nike says is the average
among suppliers for which it has sufficient data. Adi Renaldi for The Oregonian/CregonLive

by Matthew Kish, The Oregonian/OregonlLive

The News Literacy Project



.........................................

Last year, a ProPublica reporter visited Cambodia and
found that only 1% of the 3,720 workers at a former Nike
supplier earned at least 1.9 times the minimum wage,
based on a factory payroll ledger. Interviews and paystubs
for other workers corroborated that earnings are typically

closer to the minimum wage than double that amount.

A reporter for The Oregonian/OregonLive subsequently
spent seven days in Indonesia, where Nike’s contractors,

including its materials suppliers, employ about 280,000

people.

The News Literacy Project



PY PROPUBLICAi . Verification

...............................................

The workers’ accounts of earning minimum wage or a little bit more are
consistent with 63 paystubs from three Indonesian factories, which The
Oregonian/OregonLive and ProPublica obtained from a labor group. At two
factories, workers averaged 1.1 times the minimum wage. At the other factory,

workers averaged 1.4 times the minimum.

Labor

Nike Says Its Factory Workers Make Nearly
Double the Minimum Wage. In Indonesia,
Workers Say, “It’s Not True.”

by Matthew Kish, The Oregonian/OregonLive

The News Literacy Project



Accuracy

Hannah Covington

Senior Director of Education Content

The News Literacy Project
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— Booming suburb ready to s_herd old image. i
3 Iaced by kd / hannah 21 77:7275(97-78_2_36‘3!By HANNAH COVINGTON

hannah.covington@startribune.com¢

<
- No one in Blaine needs reminding that showtime is less than a mo\éaway.ﬂ
[oop into town carrying some of golf’s top falent as thousands pous into the Anoka
bural 3M¥Opena, Minnesota’s sfirst regular PGA Tour stop in 50 Vearsa. §
)If enthusiasts tuning into the event will hear broadcasters say, “Here we are back

t showtime is lessthan a mo%away.ﬂ
p into town ca ';‘ ) J some of golf’s top
3l 3MOpenaa, ﬁlgjjﬁ,ésota's ufirst reg

nthusiasts tuning into the event will h

is is in Blaine,” said EN(Th%g , the city’s eco%‘nlc-development
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ear broadca

is in BI . : % |
aine,” said E»(Tho lg, the city’s ec

'€ our best foot forward B |

fresh : .
G :tr;r:b: and daylilies. It's the reason a local ry " Thorvig said.§ 7

| o 'grandStand' seatin , rts hub attracts more than 25,000 people a day, for
i g are rising from t#d big eyents. The youth sports hub attra y(ﬁ

atiohal Sp Center. Thousands pack the sports center campus for Joyfu
e" as somethin
'‘erceptions. Local

g a nearly
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touted as the biggest event that Blaine has seen yet, with about 35,% people:

‘on a given day.f

. “Blaine has never seen an vent of this size,” said-Police Capt. Dan Pelkeyfca/hc, the city’s emergency management
director. “It's going to bring us into the spotlight.”|

w.  » Arising profile M )/

.. = Much has changed in Blaine since the first golf balls thudded ontyﬁe green at TPC T Cltie)s(a 19-yeaf-old course
designed by-the late Arnold alme with shelp from Minnesot¥’born golf champion Tom LeKmanefcq/hc].1

g-akin to a debut party for

.. » Blaine has grown by about 207000 people-f?ce then. It’s now Anoka County’s biggesg city and one of the fa:?st
growing cities in the region with more than 66, 00 residents, according mto new estimatesa from the Metropelitan

Council.§
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€he New Jork Times
Corrections: Nov. 12, 2025

Corrections that appeared in print on Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2025.

% Share full article ~ m

Nov. 12, 2025, 12:00 a.m. ET

INTERNATIONAL

An article on Tuesday about Syrian President Ahmed al-Shara’s
journey from a jihadist to a conciliatory leader referred imprecisely
to the text on a Hayat Tahrir al-Sham flag. It said, “There is no god
but God, and Muhammad is his prophet,” not “No God except Allah.
No Prophet except Muhammad.”

NATIONAL

An article on Tuesday about Zohran Mamdani, the mayor-elect of
New York City, naming Dean Fuleihan as his deputy mayor and
Elle Bisgaard-Church as his chief of staff, misstated Mr. Fuleihan’s
past work experience. He has not worked for Rudy Giuliani.

BUSINESS

An article on Friday about the media company Run-A-Muck, which
aims to build digital worlds around movies and television shows,
misidentified New Regency’s role in the “Consent” project. It is
acting as a film studio in that project, not a production company.

OBITUARIES

An obituary on Monday about the British journalist Anthony Grey,
who was held hostage by China for more than two years as part of
China’s retaliation after the British colonial authorities in Hong
Kong imprisoned eight pro-China journalists accused of
participating in anti-British riots on the island, misstated the
dimensions of a room in which Mr. Grey was confined in a house in
Beijing. It was eight feet square, not eight square feet.

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

-

Accuracy

CORRECTIONS

Corrections & Amplifications

Nov. 11, 2025 8:53 pm ET

e [ sA

C\‘? Gift unlocked article ﬂ Listen (28 sec)

The name of Brandon Lake’s album “King of Hearts” was given incorrectly as “Kings

of Hearts” in a Page One article on Monday about Christian music.

WBEZ

CHICAGD

HISTORY

EINEWSLETTERS & SIGN IN @ NPR SHOP ¥ DONATE

50 years ago, the Edmund Fitzgerald, a
'rock star’ ship, sank in Lake Superior

NOVEMBER 6, 2025 - 1:59 PM ET
HEARD ON MORNING EDITION

o Neda Ulaby

Correction
Nov. 10, 2025

® A previous photo caption incorrectly said the Edmund Fitzgerald was shown in Marie, Mich.
The photo was taken in Sault Sainte Marie, Mich.




Which is more credible?

The News Literacy Project
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The Coca-Cola Company
Announces Industry-
Leading Target for
Reusable Packaging

02112022

The Coca-Cola Company today announced an
Industry-leading goal to significantly boost its use
of reusable packaging By 2030, the company
ams to have at least 25% of all beverages
globally across its portfolio of brands sold in
refillable/returnable glass or plastic bottles, or in
refillable containers through traditional fountain
or Coca-Cola Freestyle dispensers

Independence

' REUTERS Q =
] 58 My View 2  Following [0 Saved
’ Sustalnable Business

Coca-Cola, criticized for plastic
pollution, pledges 25% reusable
packaging

By Hilary Russ

Fobruary 15, 2022 856 AM ESY - Updated 2 yoars age

Coca-Cola has made a

NEW YORK, Feb 10 (Reuters) - The Coca-Cola
Company (KO.N) (7 on Thursday said it will aim for
25% of its packaging globally to be reusable by
2030, a move hailed by enwironmental groups who
have called out the soft-drink maker for worldwide

plastic pollution




Independence

News News

Project

D
theracy e Nearly half of teens say a company’s press release is more
® s credible than an independent news report about the same subject
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Coca-Cola, criticized for plastic

PUBLISHED pollution, pledges 25% reusable
OCTOBER 2024 | packaging
[ By Hilary Russ
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The Coca-Cola Company

Announces Industry-

Leading Target for

Reusable Packaging

02112022

The Coca-Cola Company today announced an
industry-leading goal to significantly boost its use
of reusable packaging. By 2030, the company
aims to have at least 25% of all beverages
globally acress its portfolio of brands sold in
refillable/returnable glass or plastic bottles, of in
refillable containers through traditional fountain
or Coca-Cola Freestyle dispensers.

Source: “News Literacy in America,” the News Literacy Project (2024)

The News Literacy Project



The case for explicitly teaching characteristics of credibility

checKology

How to know what to believe.

% of students who identify the more credible website
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Independence

SOCIETY OF
SY) ) PROFESSIONAL
JOURNALISTS

Act independently.

The News Literacy Project

ACT INDEPENDENTLY

The highest and primary obligation of ethical journalism is to serve
the public.

Journalists should:

» Avoid conflicts of interest, real or perceived. Disclose unavoidable conflicts.

» Refuse gifts, favors, fees, free travel and special treatment, and avoid politi-

cal and other outside activities that may compromise integrity or impartiality,
or may damage credibility.

» Be wary of sources offering information for favors or money; do not pay for

access to news. Identify content provided by outside sources, whether paid
or not.

» Deny favored treatment to advertisers, donors or any other special interests,
and resist internal and external pressure to influence coverage.

» Distinguish news from advertising and shun hybrids that blur the lines
between the two. Prominently label sponsored content.




Almost half of teens believe journalists frequently give
advertisers special treatment

% of teens who say that professional journalists and news organizations ___ give

“Biased,” /.
9 =4 advertisers special treatment, such as ignoring negative stories about them.
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news media and journalism 9 /

among U.S. teens (2025)

Roughly half of teens believe journalists frequently pay or do
favors for sources in exchange for information or special access

News
Literacy
Project

% of teens who say that professional journalists and news organizations

PUBLISHED ___pay or do favors for sources in exchange for information or special access.
NOVEMBER 2025
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The Washington Post

The News Literacy Project

Layofts are up, hiring is down
as Amazon cuts reverberate
through the economy

Amazon says about 16,000 roles will be eliminated as the e-commerce giant
works to reduce the number of layers in its organizational structure.

January 28, 2026

gy 6min %= Summary ~» R 0O 507

An Amazon delivery vehicle makes its way through downtown San Francisco this week. (Carlos
Barria/Reauters)

By Caroline 0'Donovan and Danielle Abril

Transparency




The Washinaton Post Transparency

By Caroline O'Donovan

Caroline 0'Donovan is a technology reporter for The Washington Post based in San Francisco. Her
reporting focuses on tech companies and corporate accountability, with a focus on Amazon.
Before joiming The Washington Post in 2022, she covered tech and labor for BuzzFeed News.

% ceodonovan

By Danielle Abril

Danielle Abnl covers technology and its impact on workers across industries for The Washington
Post. Send tips on Signal to DanielleAbril.01. % @DanielleDigest

The News Literacy Project



The Washington Post Transparency

Amazon said that about 16,000 roles would be eliminated. In a

statement shared with emplovees Wednesday, Beth Galetti, the

company’s vice president of people experience and technology, said that
the organizational changes are “difficult news” but that the company is
working to reduce bureaucracy and the number of layers in its
organizational structure. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The
Washington Post.)

The News Literacy Project



Fairness

special needs, special education v

When possible, avoid these terms. While they remain in wide use in education
and law, many view them as euphemistic and offensive. Instead, aim to be

specific about the needs or services in question. See disabilities.

accused, alleged, suspected A person is accused of, not with, a crime.

To avoid any suggestion that a person is being judged before a trial, do not use a
phrase such as alleged killer Ralph Hornsby; the alleged killer; suspected
shooter Carmine Jablonski, the suspected shooter, etc. Instead: Ralph Hornsby,
charged with killing the man.

The News Literacy Project


https://twitter.com/APStylebook

THE KANSAS CITY STAR.
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Accountability

VETERANS DAY SALE OVER 65% OFF Stay informed and connected with unlimited digital acce

The truth in Black a
white: An apology fror
Kansas City Star

By Mike Fannin

Updated December 22, 2020 3:50 PM | € Gift Article

Today we are telling the story of a powerful local business tha|
done wrong.

Today we are telling the story of a powerful local business that has done w|

For 140 years, it has been one of the most influential forces in shaping Kaif
and the region. And yet for much of its early history — through sins of bot|
commission and omission — it disenfranchised, ignored and scorned geng
Black Kansas Citians. It reinforced Jim Crow laws and redlining. Decade af
decade it robbed an entire community of opportunity, dignity, justice and
recognition.

That business is The Kansas City Star.

Before I say more, I feel it to be my moral obligation to express what is in
and minds of the leadership and staff of an organization that is nearly as d
city it loves and covers:

We are sorry.

The News Literacy Project

Montgomery Advertiser

Sports Business GoPlay | Opinion | Advertise Obituaries eNewspaper Legals

O Q

Our shame: The sins of our p
bare for all to see

Montgomery Advertiser editorial board
April 26,2018 | Updated Jan. 11,2019, 3:43 p.m. CT

O X = »

?

The Montgomery Advertiser’s coverage of the lynching of Riley Webb in Selma in Febi
as "orderly." The lede of the story was a single sentence: "He is dead!" File

We were wrong.

On the day when people from across the globe come to
consider the sordid history of slavery and lynching and
horrors of our past, the Montgomery Advertiser recogn
shameful place in the history of these dastardly, murde

We take responsibility for our proliferation of a false na
the treatment of African-Americans in those disgracefu

The Advertiser was careless in how it covered mob violq
foisted upon African-Americans from Reconstruction t}
We dehumanized human beings. Too often we characte
victims as guilty before proven so and often assumed th
crime.

1

THE BALTIMORE SUN

Editorials

eNewspaper  Latest Headlines  Sports  News Obituaries  Death Notices ThingsToDo  Opinion  Weather

DON'T MISS: @ Watch FOX45 news 3 Flight delays poll (M & Women To Watch 2025 & Baltimore homicide map ¥ Maryland foliage forecast

OPINION ~ EDITORIALS
We are deeply and profoundly sorry: For decades, The Baltimore Sun

promoted policies that oppressed Black Marylanders; we are working to
make amends

1of4
Image on the wall of the Sandtown Conference Room at The Baltimore Sun.

By BALTIMORE SUN EDITORIAL BOARD
PUBLISHED: February 18, 2022 at 7:30 AM EST | UPDATED: February 18, 2022 at 1:06 PM EST

Throughout its 185 years, The Baltimore Sun has served an important role in Maryland:

g i ing policy, i ing busi and
communities. But legacies like ours are often complicated. We bore witness to many injustices
across generations, and while we worked to reverse many of them, some we made worse.

w-Arunah S. Abell (A.S. Abell) - Founding publisher of The Baltimore Sun

Arunah S. Ab

bell) - Founding publisher of Thy ore Sun

The newspaper’s founder, Arunah S. Abell, is credited with bringing affordable and
independent journalism to everyday citizens in Baltimore, beginning in 1837, at a time when




Accountability

d2 NBC NEWS

The News Literacy

A note to our readers

From NBC News

1 Crsate your free profile or
1 .
f X = CD bl SAVE log in to save this article

May 2, 2022, 11:45 AM CDT

To our readers:

A review by NBC News has found 11 articles written by a reporter
over the last year that did not meet our standards for original
material. The articles contained passages from other news
organizations that were used without attribution.

In all cases, the passages were not central to the stories, but instead
contained supplemental or background material that did not
represent original reporting.

An editor’s note has been placed on each of the articles, and the
passages that were plagiarized have been removed.

Maintaining the trust of our readers and viewers is essential to NBC
News, and our work must always meet the highest standards of our

profession.

Here are the links to the articles with editor's notes:

1. https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/elections/democratic-group-
launches-super-pac-counter-%20election-deniers-running-o-

renal6482

2. https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/democratic-
lawmakers-not-giving-child-tax-credit-%20betting-manchin-s-

Ehc ;xtm ﬂurk @inlcS CORRECTING THE RECORD

CORRECTING THE RECORD; Times

Reporter Who Resigned Leaves Long
Trail of Deception

%‘ Share full article =] m

This article was reported and written by Dan Barry, David Barstow, Jonathan D. Glater,
Adam Liptak and Jacques Steinberg. Research support was provided by Alain Delaquériére
and Carolyn Wilder.

May 11, 2003

A staff reporter for The New York Times committed frequent acts
of journalistic fraud while covering significant news events in
recent months, an investigation by Times journalists has found.
The widespread fabrication and plagiarism represent a profound
betrayal of trust and a low point in the 152-year history of the
newspaper.

The reporter, Jayson Blair, 27, misled readers and Times colleagues
with dispatches that purported to be from Maryland, Texas and
other states, when often he was far away, in New York. He
fabricated comments. He concocted scenes. He lifted material from
other newspapers and wire services. He selected details from
photographs to create the impression he had been somewhere or
seen someone, when he had not.

And he used these techniques to write falsely about emotionally
charged moments in recent history, from the deadly sniper attacks
in suburban Washington to the anguish of families grieving for
loved ones killed in Iraq.

In an inquiry focused on correcting the record and explaining how



€he New Jork Times
Corrections: Nov. 12, 2025

Corrections that appeared in print on Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2025.

% Share full article ~ m

Nov. 12, 2025, 12:00 a.m. ET

INTERNATIONAL

An article on Tuesday about Syrian President Ahmed al-Shara’s
journey from a jihadist to a conciliatory leader referred imprecisely
to the text on a Hayat Tahrir al-Sham flag. It said, “There is no god
but God, and Muhammad is his prophet,” not “No God except Allah.
No Prophet except Muhammad.”

NATIONAL

An article on Tuesday about Zohran Mamdani, the mayor-elect of
New York City, naming Dean Fuleihan as his deputy mayor and
Elle Bisgaard-Church as his chief of staff, misstated Mr. Fuleihan’s
past work experience. He has not worked for Rudy Giuliani.

BUSINESS

An article on Friday about the media company Run-A-Muck, which
aims to build digital worlds around movies and television shows,
misidentified New Regency’s role in the “Consent” project. It is
acting as a film studio in that project, not a production company.

OBITUARIES

An obituary on Monday about the British journalist Anthony Grey,
who was held hostage by China for more than two years as part of
China’s retaliation after the British colonial authorities in Hong
Kong imprisoned eight pro-China journalists accused of
participating in anti-British riots on the island, misstated the
dimensions of a room in which Mr. Grey was confined in a house in
Beijing. It was eight feet square, not eight square feet.

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

-

Accountability

CORRECTIONS

Corrections & Amplifications

Nov. 11, 2025 8:53 pm ET

e [ sA

C\‘? Gift unlocked article ﬂ Listen (28 sec)

The name of Brandon Lake’s album “King of Hearts” was given incorrectly as “Kings

of Hearts” in a Page One article on Monday about Christian music.

WBEZ

CHICAGD

HISTORY

EINEWSLETTERS & SIGN IN @ NPR SHOP ¥ DONATE

50 years ago, the Edmund Fitzgerald, a
'rock star’ ship, sank in Lake Superior

NOVEMBER 6, 2025 - 1:59 PM ET
HEARD ON MORNING EDITION

o Neda Ulaby

Correction
Nov. 10, 2025

® A previous photo caption incorrectly said the Edmund Fitzgerald was shown in Marie, Mich.
The photo was taken in Sault Sainte Marie, Mich.




Resources on characteristics of credibility

What is
NEWS?

Newsworthiness determines which issues and events
get covered — and how prominently. It is generally based
on how timely, important, interesting and unique a story is.

| TIMELY |

IMPORTANT
INTERESTING |

§§ev%y checkology®

A future founded on facts
newslit.org checkology.org

The Information
Ecosystem
Depends on News

The News-Driven Ecosystem

INFORMATION WEB

help koep you informed,
Bt it can't replace the 4
journaliom  refies oo,

This includes:

What are keystone species?

Today's information environment
is complex, interconnected and y
constantly evolving — like an Literacy
ecosystem. Much of this ecosystem Project
depends on news reporting as a v
foundation for understanding current naitony
events. Let's take a closer look at

the news-driven ecosystem and how

high-quality journalism sustains it.

News

[Emae e
The primary purpose of
news is to inform through
:‘Q independent, honest and
3 open-minded inquiry.

Think of news like
a tree anchoring
s gz this ecosystem.

Raw information:

ha ram reacia of e nchode

® ® @@

HE !

What makes an ecosystem healthy?

Healthy ecosystems are balanced and diverse. They siso depend cn
the survival of keystone speces.

What would a healthy ecosystem look like? [ \AS) ?

Ewnoratasa

Test your source savvy!

Five steps for vetting
d News source w ““ISmartNews

Many sources compete for attention online, inchiding
newsit.org
25 for red flags that signal a source should be avoided.

Beware of these
trust busters!

|:| Q L3 Scan this QR code to put your
; @ Dﬁ e I t &) o s iy e o e
o ...............
partisan blogs and bogus sites posing as legitimate news
organizations. it can be tough to know what to trust.
ik
Do a quick search

False or untrue content:

The News Literacy Project
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Examine how errors
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Assess news coverage sponsored propaganda
< « Dangerous, offensive
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Standard 4.

Veritying online claims

Build strong critical thinking skills. Check
facts and sources, look for weak or false
evidence and recognize misinformation.

News
Literacy
Project




Am | an owl?
Or just some
computer-
generated pixels?

Al or not? Bird quiz

Can you figure out
which visuals are
real photos and
which are Al-
generated?

The News Literacy Project 75



Am | an owl?
Or just some
computer-
generated pixels?

The News Literacy Project

Al or not? Bird quiz

¢ Consider this: As you review these
images, is there more information you
wish you had? Do you feel like you can
tell which photos are real just by looking?

76
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Results
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Real

The News Literacy Project 83



How did you do? React in Zoom.

Was it harder or
easier than you
expected?

s h
/ y
| |
i L
[ 1
| ]
3 1
s ¥
Il . .’
\\_ ,’,
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‘~.\,\\ "_

Did it feel like you

: : Harder
were just guessing?

The News Literacy Project 84



Watch the video

o Can you determine whether
an image is real or Al-
generated just by looking for
visual clues?

o What tips did two of the
experts offer near the end of
the video?

The News Literacy Project




Takeaways from the bird quiz

Look for context Investigate the source

Let's try another example!

The News Literacy Project 86



_+ Follow
neuronick_ai * Original audio

_ Russia witnesses an extraordinary snowfall
rising up to four-floor height, turning streets into winter
playgrounds. Tourists gather to play, climb, and experience a
once-in-a-lifetime snow spectacle.

#viralreels #WorldNews #NatureExtreme #SnowAdventure
#TravelRussia

Follow @headline_desk for more

Walk-through [ -

2d 1like Reply

Ai

4 .
s I es 2d 1like Reply

“Viral video of sledding on
record-breaking Russian snow
hill is Al-generated”

News The

Literacy Jan. 26, 2026

Project




_* Follow

A social media post appears Wi o s

_ Russia witnesses an extraordinary snowfall

N ~ ‘“
-to S h OW p e O p I e S I ed d i n g ‘ R 1s '] ] Y/ rising up to four-floor height, turning streets into winter

playgrounds. Tourists gather to play, climb, and experience a

once-in-a-lifetime snow spectacle.

° ° f: .‘4_]_“1 — - (
d OW n a m a S S |Ve S n OW b a n k I n § - " : : = o :T::\/\;E;:%\/CMNE\ #NatureExtreme #SnowAdventure
Ru S S i a i n J a n u a ry . : ‘-'- ::3 .( :\;"_ T fi)llow @headline_desk for more

But this video is Al-generated.
Let’'s take a closer look.

The News Literacy Project




A closer look

Take a careful look at
this post. Do you see any
obvious signs that this
video was created with
Al?

.
6"

==

The News Literacy Project

-t BT : Follow <-
neuronick_ai ¢ Original audio

3 3d
Russia witnesses an extraordinary
snowfall rising up to four-floor height,
turning streets into winter playgrounds.
Tourists gather to play, climb, and
experience a once-in-a-lifetime snow
spectacle.

#viralreels #WorldNews
#NatureExtreme #SnowAdventure

#TravelRussia

Follow @headline_desk for more

@uwww <

)
1like Reply
® : 2d
@ That looks amazing, but be carful
Ihavin From sanch vaea laAd FaAvas | H PPN £

Qe Qs Q17 P .

3 days ago

#Th
‘* Add a comment... @

B


http://drive.google.com/file/d/1yxNVIulVWwatInnoOeHErFRQLPLV4yDb/view

A closer look

o~-

The sledders
appear a little
blurry, but that

could just be the

-
» :

| don’t see any
watermarks...

.
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_« Follow

neuronick_ai ¢ Original audio

_ Russia witnesses an extraordinary snowfall
rising up to four-floor height, turninm etreets int~ winter
playgrounds ™ ~tg ' nce a

1ce-ip This commenter
says that it's Al, but
I’'m not sure if | can
Fol trust that.

U A O
2d 1like Reply

.
M 1like Reply

& ' That looks amazing, but be carful have fun,
&= wishwe had snow likethc @S & & & T © © © @

-

@ Add a comment...




A closer look

.
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_« Follow

neuronick_ai * Orlginal audio

_ Russia witnesses an extraordinary snowfall
rising up to four-floor height, turning streets into winter
playgrounds. Tourists gather to play, climb, and experience a
once-in-a-lifetime snow spectacle.

#viralreels #WorldNews #NatureExtreme #SnowAdventure
#TravelRussia

But look at this! Who |
. . Follow @headline_desk for more
iS neuronick_Al? -

- e @ ¢eeGe
‘_4‘\\\'—"‘"‘/‘ 2d 1like Reply
n 1] 1
20 ’ ~ == »& .

2d 1like Reply

& ' That looks amazing, but be carful have fun,
&= wishwe had snow likethc @S & & & T © © © @

@ Add a comment...




NewslLit tip

Al-generated content continues to
get more realistic, and it isn't

always possible to identify with the
naked eye.
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Checking the source is a great way
to investigate the authenticity of a
viral video.

The News Literacy Project
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_* Follow

euronick_ai * Original audio

_ Russia witnesses an extraordinary snowfall
rising up to four-floor height, turning streets into winter
playgrounds. Tourists gather to play, climb, and experience a

once-in-a-lifetime snow spectacle.

#viralreels #WorldNews #NatureExtreme #SnowAdventure




neuronick ai -
Al CREATOR | NEURAL NETWORKS | Al VIDEO

438 posts  32.9K followers 98 following

Entrepreneur This account

& | create Al content

£ I'm open to collaboration belongs to an AI

. FOR THE Al FUTURE

& I'M SORTING OUT EVERYTHING ON MY TG & content creatOI‘.

2 t.me/neuro_nick (@ neuronick_ai

Message 2

PRO PHOTO ... IDEAS




A closer look

_* Follow

neuronick_ai ¢ Original audio

_ Russia witnesses an extraordinary snowfall
rising up to four-floor height, turning streets into winter
playgrounds. Tourists gather to play, climb, and experience a

B ut Wh at a bo ut " once-in-a-lifetime snow spectacle.

© ©

#viralreels #WorldNews #NatureExtreme #SnowAdventure

those Other Yo #TravelRussia
Videos I’Ve Seen E:)HOW @headline_desk for more

in my feed? @' i

d 1like Reply

. N = - Al o
OK, so this = =\ . Qg

video clearly
isn't real.

—
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~ews Literacy Project



NewslLit tip

_* Follow

When newsworthy weather events == T |
like hurricanes, floods or '
snowstorms occur, social media ’

feeds quickly fill up with posts

claiming to show shocking or

unusual scenes.
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#viralreels #WorldNews #NatureExtreme #SnowAdventure
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While some of this content is
genuine, misleading clips —
including Al slop — are often
sprinkled into the mix.

The News Literacy Project



A closer look

If you want to find credible videos
of a news event, it's important to
consult credible news sources.

Here's a video from The Guardian
showing authentic snowy scenes
in Russia’s Kamchatka Peninsula.

SUBSCRIBE

Il @ oo0/056 [ O) B B S SN

- Record snowfall in Russia's far east buries region in 2 metres of snow
- Guardian News @
. . @ 3.99M subscribers w H367 G  p> Share

-

~ews Literacy Project



Why do fake or altered videos
often circulate online after big
storms or weather events?

)
6"
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The News Literacy Project

_* Follow

neuronick_ai ¢ Original audio

_ Russia witnesses an extraordinary snowfall

rising up to four-floor height, turning streets into winter
playgrounds. Tourists gather to play, climb, and experience a
once-in-a-lifetime snow spectacle.

#viralreels #WorldNews #NatureExtreme #SnowAdventure
#TravelRussia

Follow @headline_desk for more




Resources on verifying online claims

RUNDOWN
RUMOR GUAR =2l

* Featured classroom resource:
RumorGuard slide deck:

Note:
These slides ane desi
deliverad to students
slideshow mode.

The Sift® newsletter

These classroom-ready slide decks provide a comprehensive walk-through on
how to debunk false rumors.

. VIEW ON GOOGLE SLIDES

8. Use - to exclude from results

To exclude particular terms or websites
from your search, just type - (the minus
sign) before it. For example, if you wanted
to search Facebook groups for the term “cat
videos” but wanted to exclude results with
the phrase "Zoom filter” you would search

7. Search one section of a
specific website

You can also search for a specific
subdemain or subdirectory on a

particular website. For example, to .
quickly search Facebook (a website)
for groups (a subdirectory) that use
the exact phrase "cat videos” your
search bar should look like this:

site-facehook com/groups ¢

1. Use quotation marks

If you put quotation marks around your
search terms, Google will search for
webpages containing that exact phrase.

- I'm not & cat”

2. Limit to news

If you are looking specifically for standards-
based news articles that contain your search
term, narrow your initial search results by
clicking on the tab labeled "News.”

/;;. Eight Tips to .\

Google Like a Pro

The internet is inconceivably large. In fact,
it's essentially endless! Sometimes it's easy
to find the information you need, but often trying to find
something specific can feel like looking for a needle in a
haystack. These eight tips can help you improve your search
results and zero in on what you're looking for more quickly.

& fusture founded on facts  newsSLorg

3. Use basic Boolean operators

Use AND (all uppercase) when you're
searching to find results that contain
more than one exact search term.

“m not & cat” AND “Zoom ca

Use OR (all uppercase) when you're
searching to find content containing only
one of your search terms: "Search Term1”
OR "Search Term2" OR "Search Term3”

6. Search a specific website

Limit your results to one specific website by
adding "site:WEBSITENAME.com” to the search
terms. For example, a search for the phrase “cat
videos" on Facebook would be:

site:facebook.com “cat videos™

time.” In the dropdown box, you'll
be able to choose from results in
the past hour, past 24 hours, past
week, past month, past year, or

enter a custom date range

200
[o1-1]
4. Use parentheses to group operators
5. Narrow the time frame ¥ o You can use parentheses to order the search
§ operations the way you would in a mathematical
When you get results for a search, equation. For example, to search for only one of
click on "Tools" and then "Any o two search terms AND a third term, you would

search: (“Search Term1” OR “Search Term2”)
AND “"Search Term3”

(M not & cat” OR ‘cat filter) AND Zoom court hesnng

The News Literacy Project
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Resources on verifying online claims
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This resource was developed and produced by the News:
® ® ENBREVE O O O O ool et Aol o
Project
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L . . : . ' Senial de peligro | TENGA CUIDADO '
Misinformation thrives on social media ) !

H o 1 ' Existen personas que cuestionan fuentes o e
where anyone can sharg almost anything Misinformati : i 45 informis ke IighIoioR por rRsoecs L8R
they choose, and attention spans are short. Infarmation that is ! : ) g : personales como su politica o religién: ’ )

, ) ) misleading, eroneou Las redes sociales son espacios donde |a informacién ' s '\ ,'
Here's a quick guide to help you understand feae Mimdormmncy falsa 0 engafiosa puede ser compartida facilmente. Lt foTacs ol o ; Utilizan frases como: e
what misinformation is and how to sometimen crested ] Ademas, muchas personas desconocen como verificar Es aquella que es ermnea o : + “Los periodistas son comprados” e o
recognize it people who are unaw la informacion que consumen, lo que genera ain mas ::ﬂﬂ:: fuera de W"?“z-e - * "Sonactores” D ;

' that it's inaccurate. TI i ; i P uchas veces este tipo " LA + "Dicen lo que les pagan
thoboot et confusion. A conylnuamonz !e presentamos_ una guia para S aiacion e cotpartida La desinformacion: ! por decif” !
the intent of the creal poder reconocer informacién falsa o engafiosa y asi por personas que no saben Una parte de 2 Recuerde: H - }
sharer is unknawn. desarrollar un criterio mas amplio al consumir noticias. quela es falsa es Huciine veow ¢ ' Patrones comunes utilizados: '
y no tienen la intencién de creada y compartida con imposible concluir 1 . . '
Why do people share 2 causar dafio. Esta esla mejor  la intenci6n de engafar, la intencién detrds ! + Textos manipulados en letreros o camisetas '
. frase para describir cuando usualmente para alcanzar delacreacion o la 1 + Fotos editadas que muestran imagenes o !
misinformation? se desconoce la intencion una meta ideoldgica, amplificacion de la { declaraciones impactantes de figuras politicas {
‘ detras del contenido. politica o finaciera. informacicn falsa 1 * Fotos de protestas y manifestantes sacadas fuera 1

Many pecple share misi ingly and someti . i ' de contexto '

with good or altruistic intentions — memmmmi ) T ‘Por que myd‘as pe!’?onas 9 : + Capturas de pantallas manipuladas :

perspectives, wam others away from danger or join others in trying Ypes comparten informacién falsa? . H H

to make sense of the warld around them i (e R T P 2% P P I T PR L L Y PO .

information Muchos la comparten sin saber y a veces con buenas

But some research suggests that some people also knowingly The following five intenci E":p P suy iva, advertir sobre

share things they suspect are false — whether to damage “the un peligro, o para entender como funciona el mundo del que TIPOS de First Draft,

other side” in a political debate, get social media likes and shares, Fal¢ forman parte.

or conform to their ideological identities. i | La puede ser entre falsa fiosa. Los si .

Anity Pero algunos estudios sugieren de que algunas personas comparten cinco tipos se encuentran cominmente en internet: Sus mejores defensas

Bad actors — such as hyperpartisans, trolls and even foreign oratt & i6n falsa Seito: para hacer dafio al iivel en n debate

agents — cr_eate and share :IiE!n_fun!latiun to cause t_:livisinn . x @ :"n": politico, mmh«am en luits.y utrasfedes sociales 0 Contexto falso Publicaciones 1. Investigar mas a l_ondo a personas o

and confusion, to promote political interests and points of view ] solo por el simple hecho de expresar su ideologia. # % = fuentes desconocidas

o for financial gain. chan Unimagen, video, impostoras i .

Ademas, existen personajes o instituciones que crean y citau otra contenido Publicaciones en redes #: tinces ']’:b’“"“(’ '”’d“:" '"‘:;"e‘
Fall comparten informacidn falsa para causar divisién y confusién, presetado en tn ey sociales que usan un nombre o e
@ N promover intereses y puntos de vista politicos o para obtener y lalsg contexto qua marca conocida para engafiar eomentario duciasg
P Misin ganancias financieras. cambia el significado. y aparecer auténtica.
2L — A k. entire L
—_ ~ — A come Contenido fabricado
Y gl P Desinformacion que es
- ) P — 2N _ v completamente inventada,
Mis- and disinformation are Watch out! —_— v/ oY como imagenes hechas por R ¢l
i While th ions most »€ Stal . computadora o reportajes Contenid iptlaa lecursos claves
in nature, often targeting aften elicited by mis-and = va b ks = A V. completaments fcticios ontenido manipulado . _ _
our most deeply held values disinformation are fear, anger AEpe C 252 s o noficias” Fotos, videos, graficos u otros * Leccién de “Misinformation” del aula virtual de
1 desinformacién tienden a emaciones més frecuentes presentados como “noticias: 3 d g

and beliefs 1o elicit a strong and outrage, more agreeable cante EAIED Z PR por i A npos_ de eomemd? que han sido Checkology*® de NLP

emotional reaction that emotians like curiosity and V in wh cniakicrie Gigiten falasy I dasinfonnarsd = . manipulados en cierta forma, « Boletines electrénicos semanales de NLP:

overrides our more rational hope are a_\su used to bypass ¥ + aofap nuestros valores y ¢ N a0n ¢ miedo, lairny i o Sétira robada como afiadir o quitar The Sift* (para educadores) y

thaught processes. aur cogniive deferes. Py mas profundas. Su indignacicn, las emociones mas g ook Sigt eiémenks: (para el piblico)

intencién es provocar una agradables, como la curiosidad desinformacién de NLP's RumorGuard™

fu CCi6H y también son V contexto falso cuando _ « SHowebdal

que anula nuestro utilizadas para eludir nuestras Pt peteciod wprsmiado 2 E'm .

pensamiento racional. defensas cognitivas. como auténtico. +  Ihe Media Manipulation Casebook
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Standard 5:

Civic participation

Know how to find, share and create credible
information.



How prepared do young people feel to ...

 Follow or seek out news from multiple credible sources?

 Follow or seek out professional fact-checking sites?

* Push back on misinformation when we see or hear it?

* Engage in respectful debate with someone who has a different view?
» Explore a variety of opinions on the same topic?

» Reference credible sources when sharing an opinion?

« Reach out to a journalist or news outlet to offer feedback on a story?

The News Literacy Project 101



The challenges of teaching news literacy

HOW TO TEACH  ;75Gays polarized climate — inciuding
NEWS LITERACY I[N  chetusdresotions o susts and

parents over controversial current events
— also present opportunities for learning

polarizing mimieememes,

and issues of the day while navigating

social and political divides to make 7
tl m es classroom conversations worthwhile. L8 On speciics

Focusing the conversation on specific parts of

news coverage may help avoid fights over the

news organization or topic itself. For example,
A future founded use students’ perceptions of bias in news
onfacts. coverage as a starting point and ask them to
concentrate on particulars, such as headlines,
captions or word choices. Pose questions like,
“Could this have been more accurate or fair?”
or, “If you were going to revise this news report,
what changes would you make?”

Have students compare wording in
breaking news alerts on a big story. Or, ask
them to focus on how news

organizations
Iabel coverage of major developing stories.

 ground rules for discussion

mind students that the objective of discussing
current events is not to “win” an argument. Instead, help
students focus on facilitating conversations where they
can disagree respectfully about controversial topics.

Embrace ambiguity

o e ek e Many of the richest topics in news literacy
don't have clear-cut answers, but that

« Listen actively and attentively.

* Critique ideas, not the person who shared them.

* Do not interrupt another speaker.

* Ask clarifying questions; don't assume.

. Emphasize facts

It's important to remind students that facts exist, and to make
sure that students understand the difference between matters of
fact and matters of opinion. Misinformation commonly circulates
about controversial topics and current events, so it's crucial that
students recognize the importance of basing their viewpoints on
verified, accurate information.

Approach news reports as texts

News coverage — like primary source documents,
short stories, poetry and other class texts — offers

rich opportunities for discussion and analysis. Remind
students to approach news stories as they would other
texts in class: closely and critically, evaluating each
piece of information and any supporting evidence.

sreve e

Focus on journalism standards Askstudents toread anews Consult diverse news sources |
Centering discussions of news articles on the :.:mhg Mmgng Encourage students to diversify their media dietbylumingto a :
standards of quality journalism can help build experts, officials and documents) and these variety of credible news that take jc standards i
common ground. Even those who disagree questions in mind: Where is information and ethics seriously, and by exploring cpmions fromvarious ]
about controversial issues or which news coming from? How many different sources are there? perspectwesa\d points of view. It's easy to fall into partisan news E
sources are reliable can agree that credible %’::"y‘e‘bm, ’ca"m::‘ “m"ﬁm bubbles, especially on social media. Challenge students to seek out

news coverage should aspire to dard ion and help move students beyond kneejerk

multiple sources and perspectives — not just the onesﬂleytypmlly
such as faimess, accuracy and parency. ions to a story topic. existing views.

consult and agree with or that confirm their




Resources on civic participation
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How to speak up without
starting a showdown

Six best practices for talking to friends and family
about sharing falsehoods online

1. Be civil .
UUse an empathetic and respectful tone. Avoid being judgmental or

simply telling someone they are wrong. if a person replies with

‘aggressive or sarcastic language, don't respond in kind.

2. Take your time
Firing off a knee-jerk response might be tempting, but pause and take
astep buck Dnymrlmmewnm Research the claim and find

ions or credible expert sources to
share, wh|d| resegrch shows is key to effectively correcting

A future founded on facts
newslit.org checkology.org

Getting started:
Some helpful phrases

checkology”

Seven Steps
for Staying Sharp Online

@ Tom

Masinformation plays cn your
emotions. Dant let strong feelings
e anger, fear and outrage guide
your decisions shout what to
Delieve and share.

@ Tp#a

When you see & social media past by 2
persan of group you don't recognize,
take & moment to check out their

profile. Do they seem credile? Can you
even tell where the content you're
focking at came from? If not, dont
believe it or spread it

@ Tip#7

® Tpe2

There are big differences among the
different types of content that come
across your social media feeds. Memes
and social media posts created by
complete strangers anline are often
inaccurate and misleading. Do not share
anything you of expents cannot verify.

@ Tip#s

Today's information environment
allows you to find and follow people
with expertise in just about any
subject. Remember true expents tell

by citing strong evidence. They dont
oversimplify complex trends and
events, and they adust thei analyses
In the face of new Information.

Consperacy theories offes peoghe s snmue explanation for

@ Tom

Many pecple post lhmgsutryt:nd
uplots of likes and shares on

media, bul,usibecmsumemmgns
popular or goes viral doesnt mean

s credible.

@ o

Troll accounts on social media exist
10 provoke pecple, cause chaos,
distort important issues and make
focused, reasonable debate
impossible. Its tempting to take them
on, but that's exactly what they want:
attention. Don't give it to them.

complex and
and rely on faulty logic and le-

g‘?j"st checkology®

This Project
with Cindy Otis, author of True or False: A CIA Analyst's Guide to
Spotting Fake News.

A future founded on facts
newslit.org checkology.org

Los siete pasos
para mantenerse atento en inte

@ Consejo #1

La misinformacién juega con tus
emociones. No permitas que

sentimientos fuestes como el endjo, ef
miedo y Ia bronca guien

@ Consejo 92

@ Consejo #3

sobre ko que crees o compartes.

@ Consejo 84

Existen grandes 6 e fos

tintos Lpos de contenido en redex parajutar muchos me gusta”y

socisles Los ¥ redes socisles, peso
completos sl porcue a0 ssa poputer o s

poreryebaonped s o o hace creible.

incorrectos y engafiosos. No compartas

MGBWMMI!VH\'W

@ Consejo 85 @ Consejo #6

Cusndo veas una publicacién en redes
socisles de una persons o grupo que
0 reconazcas, espera un momento y
revisa su perfil  Parecen de fisr?
(Acaso sabes de dinde vino el
contenida? Si ka respuesta e 'ng’. no
o creas, ni lo compartas.

@ Consejo #7

El ambiente de informacion actusl te lnmemasdeuollsmlaa redes.
social provocar a las
con experiencia en pricticamente personas, causar caos, distorsionar
cusiquier tema. Recuerds:los expertos temas importantes y hacer que el
de verdad debate enfocado y
caben con evidencia soida. No imposible. Es tentador responderles,
sobresimplifican tendencias y eventos pero eso es lo que quieren: atencidn.
mtmlqoaya}uﬂmsumallsamle No se fa des.
informacion nueva.

Figuring out what's true online
misinformation online. can be 50 overwhelming. But | did
same digging and
Remember- Two links are tougher to dismiss than one. ‘weant 1o knaw that it locks lke this
i miseading ...
3. Find common ground
Try putting yourself in your friend or loved one's shoes. Why might
they have posted this? Did they have good intentions? Consider {
|pointing out shared concerns or feelings in your response ‘ 1
Misinformation exploits our beliefs and values to elicit L
an emational reaction. But you can also focus on these 2 1
undertying principles to establish your awn good intentians in - e Do you know where this
rezching out information eame fram? How
did you find out about this?
4. Lay out the facts
Rather than simply posting a link to a fact-check, clearly summarize
the main findings of the debunk first, then add the link.
Dont let the co get derailed by attacks
on fact-checking organizstions. Leading with the evidence and
sharing links 1o mare than one fact-check example can help you
avoid being drawn into & fight about the organization itself.
| knvow we're al(qm to be extra
5. Public or private? oo becausof o e bag
Decide how you want to post your response. Public comments subjeet]. Here 1o bt 1 feum
«can reach a bigger audience, but g private message may be more
=ppropriate in some situations.
Tip: Even if you opt far a private message, you can still leave |
2 comment calling the oniginal past inta question (eq, ‘Hmm, | | [t Resources consufted:
I'm not sure about this one.’)
ihat Yo o i Your Earnily O Eriends Shares.
1 Misformatian On Facebgek’ (Arittany Weng,
6. Be patient (and persistent) Mol
“tha lu tak o frends ard famdy about
Research shows we're mare likely to believe fact-checks from pecple it (Ciaie Werdle, Fast DrSF).
we know. View fact-checking as an ongoing debate rather than a :
fight to "win" at all costs. Even when someone seems unconvinced, e e
calling out problematic content aver time can plant a seed of doubt Paliifact).
and prompt loved anes to work through important questions. While .
= B “Americans are lighting coronavine
one corrective reply may not stop fl_\enda and relatives flclm dlal!ng miznfrmation on social meds” (Lebcia Bode
misinformation, consistently speaking up help them think twice and Emily Yraga, Washington Post).
bbefore sharing.
e
Remember: Online trolis are not interested in hanest debate. i o
Dan't waste your time responding to their insults or chasing their )
moving goslpasts. Be willing to walk away. . v

The News Literacy Project

Las teorias les ofrecen &
simples para eventos complejos y azarosos, pero no tienen
evidencia concreta y se fian de Kgicas fallidas y miedo.

checkology*

Es1a infografia fue desarrollada por el
«con Cindy Otis, autora de True or False: A CIA Anafyst’s Guide
10 Spotting Fake News.

News Literacy Project

For a future founded on facts
newslitorg get.checkology.org

Traduecién por F‘actd\oquoqdo
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croll JLL\M
smarter .

A family guide to news literacy.

* Free monthly newsletter.

» Gives parents and caregivers quick,
helpful tips to make sense of today’s
information overload.

* Includes family-friendly tools to help
kids think more clearly about what
they see online.

¢’ newslit.org/scroll-smarter

The News Literacy Project

-, family Q&A

Journalists & influencers: What’s the difference?

Question: How can we help our kids learn the difference between what journalists
do and what social media influencers do? For example, what are some of the most
important rules or practices that journalists are generally required to follow when
posting that influencers are most likely not following?

— Investigating Inflt

Answer: Social me
the same pot, from |
tough to know whetl
of newsy vibes. Her

1. Ask: Is the origin:
with a history of wor
can confirm. Oris tk

2. Then ask: What's
content? (Hint: Look
accurate informatior
the topic?) Does thi
gather information, (

video
of the month

Man in The Bean?

No, there is not a man stuck inside Chicago’s “Cloud Gate” sculpture in
Millennium Park (known as “The Bean”), although a viral rumor falsely
claims this. Watch this News Literacy Project explainer on TikTok (or on
Instagram or YouTube) and learn how to avoid falling for stories that go
viral with no evidence to prove their sensational claims.

® bonu &

/' Tech check: Back-to-school seast D 162.9K
cellphone and social media use (WU\

@ Social media suppression: Aust
than 16. Will it work to keep kids safe ____

g Orbiting the ‘manosphere’: Manosphere content has growing appeal to some
kids, but it can lead to misogyny. One way to talk with your child about it is to start
with a question (PBS NewsHour).

-l ChatGPT parental controls: OpenAl will allow parents to link their ChatGPT
accounts to their kids’ accounts and receive notifications of distress following a
lawsuit from California parents whose son died by suicide after ChatGPT output
allegedly encouraged him (BBC News). Note: This article discusses suicide;
please take care when reading.
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Journalist visits



N QM‘ ity .

{5 efistAmendment to the Constitution:
SEO] ssinaeno au respecting an

Journalist visits . Available through Checkology.

Now open to public libraries.

Our directory features over 100 journalist volunteers.

Journalist volunteers have visited classrooms all over

the United States and the world, from elementary to

college-level and across many subject areas, including
The News Literacy Project library/media studies.



What a journalist visit might look like

P Pl o) 2440/5843

Avoiding election misinformation: A Cape-wide community discussion

@ Ngws Literacy Project 5 0 ca ~» Share )- Promote J Download 3¢ clip

The News Literacy Project




A journalist visit ...

 Should address a specific news literacy topic (or two or three).
 Should be interactive and conversational.

» Should explain what credible journalism is and how it works.

» Should draw on local audience experience and answer
guestions.

* |s meant to help people understand how journalism works more
than act as a career day.

The News Literacy Project



How to have a successful visit

 Communicate clearly with the journalist ahead of time about:

— Community norms
— Topics you hope to cover

— Length of event and expected audience size and demographic

« Use our resources (available in Checkology):

— Planning sheet

— 10 keys to a successful journalist visit

The News Literacy Project


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pa38MOEmYAoCM8umWUDrJykPfxQ1vEnZKlAMJxtZC4c/copy?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pa38MOEmYAoCM8umWUDrJykPfxQ1vEnZKlAMJxtZC4c/copy?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tPup-nmIsR9aStSCqzFYeji4axCmH_-P/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tPup-nmIsR9aStSCqzFYeji4axCmH_-P/view?usp=sharing

Our resources and programs News
o o Literacy
for libraries St

checkology®

Checkology + & i

digital resource
platform

RumorGuard™
Viral rumor
debunking website

e & . ThesSiftnewsletter :
Slf An educator’s guide to the =1 Resources :._='| Journalist
week in news literacy : library =0/ visits

The News Literacy Project



How do | access these tools?

checrology

Create your educator account

& are you a student? Click here to register.

Sign in with Clever

Register with Google

Register with Microsoft

We'll send you a verification email next, so use a valid email address you can access.

Already have an account? Sign in.

The News Literacy Project



How do | access these tools?

checrology

Where do you teach?

School type*
I

Public school

Private school
Charter school
Homeschool

College/University

Find your school*

The News Literacy Project



Resource Document

You can access a copy of the
resources we discuss today at:

https://go.newslit.org/PLAN

or scan here

The News Literacy Project



Thank you!

News
Literacy
Project

For a future founded on facts

newslit.org

Follow us at @NewsLitProject

OO0 O®eo06 60


https://newslit.org/
https://newslit.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NewsLitProject
https://flipboard.com/@NewsLitProject
https://www.linkedin.com/company/newslitproject
https://www.instagram.com/newslitproject/
https://www.youtube.com/user/NewsLiteracyProject
https://www.tiktok.com/@newslitproject
https://www.threads.net/@newslitproject
https://bsky.app/profile/newslit.org
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