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THE TAKEAWAYS

How to think
about your

own glow-up

THE GLOW-UPS

Two academic libraries,
Two public libraries, 

and a special guest site 
(and maybe time to 
suggest changes for
1-2 of your sites!)

CAVEATS

Managing expectations



CAVEATS



Caveat One

These aren’t intended to be perfect.



Caveat Two

Usability & accessibility are (mostly) 
not on the table today.



Caveat Three

I don’t normally perform copyright 
infringement.



Caveat Four

These can be shots in the dark.



Caveat Five

These are glow-ups, not  remodels.



Caveat Six

These are rarely my final answer.



Caveat Seven

I don’t do this to be mean. Really.



PUBLIC LIBRARY #1













Hours       My Account

About          Events        Catalog       Contact Search

Warm up 
with a good book



BEFORE AFTER







BEFORE AFTER



PUBLIC LIBRARY #2





https://berkeleylibrarysc.org/
Too small

Repeated in 2 other 
locations

Busy



https://berkeleylibrarysc.org/



https://berkeleylibrarysc.org/





BEFORE AFTER





Duplicate 
content











BEFORE AFTER



Duplicate

Missing 
content

Contrast

Why?





BEFORE AFTER



ACADEMIC LIBRARY #1



https://library.famu.edu/index 

Why?

Layout 
is off-
kilter

Too small
Broken?





BEFORE AFTER



Too high,
Quality 

low

All “help” stuff; let’s 
consolidate





Why?
To be 

avoided

Dated icons, 
duplicate content





ACADEMIC LIBRARY #2



https://lrc.nwfsc.edu/library

Logo?
Why “welcome?”

Catalog?

Prime real 
estate



How are these different? 
Worth the real estate?

Not a 
professional 

look

All really 
important





BEFORE AFTER







BEFORE AFTER



PLAN



https://planfl.org/
Size

Placeholder

Placement

Contr
ast?







BEFORE AFTER





BEFORE AFTER



TAKEAWAYS



Takeaway One

You’re not the audience AND you’re 
in the way.



Takeaway Two

Everybody wants “clean.” Few are 
willing to do the work to get there.



Takeaway Three

Bigger is almost always better (except 
the logo!)



Takeaway Four

You don’t always have to torch the 
original. Small changes can make a 
big difference.
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THANK 

YOU!


